CITY OF PLEASANT GROVE, ALABAMA
COUNCIL MINUTES
MAY 05, 2025
The City Council of Pleasant Grove, Alabama, met in the Council Chambers on Monday, May 05, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. with Mayor Jerry Brasseale presiding. The following were present: 
Mayor:                         Jerry Brasseale

Council Members:       Philip Houston    
                                     Yolanda Lawson
	  Eric Calhoun
                                      Ray Lassiter
                                      Kevin Dunn
                                                                                                                                                  
Also present: Recarda Cobb (City Clerk), and Chief Daniel Reid (Public Safety Director).

Prayer: Mayor Jerry Brasseale

Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Pro-Tem Philip Houston

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Councilor Yolanda Lawson made a motion to approve the minutes from the last regular scheduled meeting held on April 21, 2025.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Eric Calhoun.

Motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF BILLS

Councilor Yolanda Lawson made a motion to approve payment of May 05, 2025, bills in the amount of $311,174.99.

The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Philip Houston.

Motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2025-11.  A Resolution of the City of Pleasant Grove, Alabama approving to enter into an agreement with Greater Birmingham Humane Society for animal control.

Councilor Kevin Dunn made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-11.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Yolanda Lawson.

Motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2025-12.  A Resolution of the City of Pleasant Grove, Alabama approving travel advance for Councilor Eric Calhoun to attend Alabama League of Municipalities Annual Conference for continuing education.

Mayor Jerry Brasseale made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-12.

The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Philip Houston 
.
Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2025-13.  A Resolution of the City of Pleasant Grove, Alabama rescinding Resolution No. 2025-09 (Resolution declaring 809 12th Lane a nuisance and moving forward with demolition).

Councilor Kevin Dunn made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-13.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Yolanda Lawson.

Motion passed unanimously. 

MAYOR’S REPORT

None
OFFICERS OF THE CITY REPORTS 

Recarda Cobb stated that all is good.

Chief Daniel Reid gave an overview of hiring within Police Departments in surrounding areas, stated that he has just hired two officers, and promoted Officer Tristian Tyler to corporal.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Ray Lassiter thanked wished all the mothers a “Happy Mother’s Day”, thanked them for all they do, and thanked the staff for all their work.  Councilor Lassiter discussed negative comments viewed on social media concerning Mayor and Council, talked about Pleasant Grove Elementary School graduation, and thanked Councilor Kevin Dunn for speaking at the graduation. Also, Councilor Lassiter thanked Pleasant Grove Elementary School (Ms. Staci Lewis) for her work, presented Veronica Cole (PTA President) and Emily Gilreath (Pleasant Grove Elementary School Teacher) with plaques for the work they’re doing, and stated that Birmingham Water Works Board is still working on replacing pipes in Pleasant Grove. Ms. Veronica Cole briefly discussed Pleasant Grove’s PTA and stated that Ms. Emily Gilreath will be on “The Jennifer Hudson Show” for doing a great deed.

Councilor Kevin Dunn invited Pleasant Grove High School Boys and Girls track teams up front to congratulate them for competing in the Alabama Track & Field State Championships.  Councilor Dunn talked about the support received from the community, the assistance injured kids received, and congratulated his son for volunteering to help Pleasant Grove Track & Field team.  Councilor Dunn said that his family is very involved with Pleasant Grove High School.  Coach Vaughn, a recent Alabama A&M graduate and Councilor Kevin Dunn’s son, discussed his time working with the track teams and listed the awards some of the kids won.  Coach Robinson briefly discussed the process in building the program and thanked all who contributed to it.  Councilor Dunn asked Attorney JD Terry for an update on the property located at the 800 block of 12th lane.  Attorney Terry said that he suggests starting the demolition process over and recommended rescinding Resolution No. 2025-09 (Resolution declaring 809 12th Lane a nuisance and moving forward with demolition). Councilor Dunn stated that the process is not a quick one and that he will continue to update Pleasant Grove’s citizens.  Also, Councilor Dunn said it was a pleasure speaking at Pleasant Grove Elementary School 5th grade graduation ceremony, the park is still in the process of being completed and discussed protecting the pickleball equipment. Lastly, he wished all mothers a “Happy Mother’s Day” and asked for prayers for mothers who have lost kids.

Councilor Eric Calhoun wished all mothers a “Happy Mother’s Day”, thanked Chief Daniel Reid for the new police officers, and introduced Mr. Cornell Hall as the new Planning and Zoning Chair. Also, Councilor Calhoun stated that the Planning and Zoning Committee bylaws are completed and available for viewing.



Mayor Pro-Tem Philip Houston encouraged citizens to visit Pleasant Grove Library, and listed the following events:

*Medicare 101                                                      May 07, 2025, at 10:00 am
*Poetry Club                                                         May 14, 2025, at 10:00 am
*Book Club “Just Once”                                       May 21, 2025, at 10:00 am
*Summer Reading 2025                                        June 04, 2025, at 10:00 am
*Tommy Johns Magical Show                              June 04, 2025, at 2:00 pm 

Councilor Yolanda Lawson thanked Councilor Kevin Dunn and Councilor Ray Lassiter for the awards presented and recognition given, said how proud she is of Pleasant Grove Schools, and is very thankful the Mayor and Council provided funding for many programs for the schools. Councilor Lawson congratulated Pleasant Grove’s PTA for awards received, wished Recarda Cobb a happy “Municipal Clerk Week”, and wished all mothers a “Happy Mother’s Day”.  Also,  Counsilor Lawson said that she is looking forward to celebrating “Mother’s Day” with her mother.  Lastly, she listed the following events taking place in Jefferson County:

*Diaper Givaway         Titusville Libray                    May 06, 2025 at 10:00 am
*Senior Resorce Day   Titusville Library                   May 07, 2025     10:00 am – 12:00 pm
*Celebrating 62 Years symbolic walk                        May 09, 2025       9:00 am – 12:00 pm
*Mother’s Day Concert   Bessemer Rec Center         May 11, 2025  at  5:00 pm
*Get Your House in Order  ST. Mark CME Church  May 17, 2025  at 10:30 am
   Call Janice Williams by May 12, 2025 to RSVP 205-540-4565
*Wills and Estate Planning   Memorial Park Recreation Center May 22, 2025 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
   Volunteer Lawyers of Birmingham
*Mental Health Fair   Fairfield Community Center    May 25, 2025      2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
  Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc  
*Cancer Prevention          Thirgood Memorial C.M.E. Church     May 30, 2025   10:30 am
  RSVP by May 23, 2025  lewisd@jccal.org or 205-325-5567
  Contact williamsj@jccal.org  for vendor registration
*The Soul Healing Concert          The Epic Center           May 31, 2025  at 6:00 pm
* Responding to Elder Abuse  First Responder Training  June 10, 2025 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
   Pell City Civic Center

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Betty Davis, 331 13th Place, inquired about the drainage on the side of her house. Mayor Jerry Brasseale said someone will investigate it tomorrow.

Michael Jeffries, 33 8th Place, discussed issues he is having with Waste Management picking up tree limbs.  Councilor Ray Lassiter asked him to give them a few days.  Mr. Jeffries said that Waste Management should be held accountable for not performing the duties they agreed upon in the agreement.

Representative Patrick Sellers discussed the recent “Town Hall Meeting” and encouraged citizens to continue to get involved in Pleasant Grove.  He stated that another meeting will be held soon.

Lashawn Thompson, 1417 14th Avenue, stressed her concern about cars being parked throughout her cul de sac. She stated that it is very difficult for buses to come through and pick up kids.  Chief Daniel Reid said that he will have the Code Enforcement Officer look into it.  Councilor Yolanda Lawson said the Mayor and Council are working on new parking ordinances.

A Faye Calhoun, 417 13th Street, commended Code Enforcement Officer Matt Johnson for the job he has done, inquired about a Habitat home (322 13th Place) where there’s parking on the lawn, and asked Councilor Kevin Dunn about the additional work in the park being included in allocated $400,000.00. Councilor Dunn stated that some of the work discussed is included but not all.




     
ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Pro-Tem Philip Houston made motion to adjourn.

  _______________________________ 
Jerry W. Brasseale, Mayor 

                                                                                          Attest: ___________________________
Recarda Cobb, City Clerk 



